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 The Spirit is always unmerited favor. She always 
does it first. God is experienced as intimacy and warmth 
and fire, as love-power. She is surprising, elusive and 
free. 

Rohr’s message is rounded out in the following 
meditation for Saturday of the Seventh Week of Easter, 
the day before Pentecost Sunday: 
 Let’s be honest. We do not like this part of God 
which is dove, water and invisible wind. We are threat-
ened by this part of God “which blows where it will” 
and which our theologies cannot predict or inhibit. We, 
like the disciples in the Upper Room, sit behind locked 
doors of fear, and still say that we are waiting and pre-
paring for his Holy Spirit. 
 God is determined to break through. The Spirit 
eventually overcomes the obstacles that we present and 
surrounds us with enough peace so that we can face the 
“wounds in his hands and his side.” We meet the true 
Jesus, wounds and all, and we greet our true selves per-
haps for the first time. The two are almost the same.  
“Peace be with you,” he says again. 

Connie 

The Power of the Spirit of 
Pentecost 

Pentecost marks 
the end of the Great Fif-
ty Days. It is the final 
day of Easter and not 
the beginning of a new 
season. For Christians, 
the service of Pentecost 
celebrates the outpour-
ing of the Spirit and, as 
such, is a Principal 
Feast of the Church.  

The Prayer Book designates it a baptismal feast 
commemorating the practice in the early Church of 
providing a second opportunity for the baptism of con-
verts who were unable to be baptized at Easter. The pop-
ular English title Whitsunday derives from “white Sun-
day” when the newly baptized were present in white 
baptismal garb. However, the color for Pentecost is red, 
representing the fire associated with the Holy Spirit. 

One of my favorite theologians is the popular 
Franciscan retreat leader and author Richard Rohr whose 
presentations, oral and written, are warm, witty and 
wise. I regularly access his entries in Radical Grace, 
Daily Mediations, and share with you an excerpt from 
the one for Pentecost Sunday, as follows: 
 After the Ascension in Luke’s Gospel, the apostles 
experience the absence of Jesus’ presence and power. 
They recede to the Upper Room where they had known 
his love before and perhaps he seemed close and real 
there.  
 They are praying together and sharing together 
as a community. They’re gathered together in faith, 
waiting upon the Lord. They’re listening to the Lord, 
suffering with the Lord, knowing that no person who has 
put trust in God has done so in vain. 
 And they are not disappointed. The power comes. 
By no effort of their own they are made into persons of 
faith, of conviction, into those who can say, “Jesus is 
Lord!” This is the dividing line, the day of Pentecost. 
Finally they are purified. They are free to believe in the 
power of the Lord. They receive the gift of the Spirit. 
God had not changed; they had, by the Spirit’s gift. 

Wear Red for Pentecost 
 Sunday, June 5 
is Pentecost Sunday 
and the color of the 
day is red for the fire 
associated with the 
Holy Spirit. 
 We are asked to 
consider wearing 
something red to Sun-

day service to commemorate the day in a special way. 

 No Wednesday even-
ing services during June, 
July, and August. 
 No choir practice dur-
ing June and July. 
 Sunday morning ser-
vices at 11 a.m.  
 No Sunday Service on  
July 17. 
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Outreach for Trinity Center 
 This year the Church of the Advent will gather at 
Trinity Center for its 30th Parish Family Weekend. 
 We wish to celebrate by honoring and thanking 
Trinity Center for its grand hospitality that has always 
been a hallmark of Parish Family Weekend. 
 One way that Trinity Center shows its special 
hospitality is trying to have a supply of toothbrushes, 
travel sized tubes of toothpaste, and travel-sized sham-
poos and conditioners on hand for those guests who 
forget. So Trinity has put these items on its wish list. 
 Posted in the church 
narthex are 20 requests for 
such items. You may leave 
your offerings in the narthex 
in our Love on Wheels wag-
on from now until Sunday, 
July 10. 
 Pay close attention to 
the number of items being requested as all the requests 
add up to 60 items!  
 Let us give back to Trinity Center double the 
hospitality it has given us! 

Thank You, Thank You! 
 Thank you to Janice 
and Bobby Greene, for 
their hospitality for our 
outdoor service and picnic 
on Sunday, May 22. 
 Connie Connelly 
writes, 

 I am so very thankful to be part of this community 
and share in the life and ministries of the Church of the 
Advent. Your kindness and generosity are constant and 
especially evident in your presentation of a basketful of 
cards, flowers and cake in celebration of my birthday. 
Thank you for that and all other gifts so graciously giv-
en and gratefully received.  
 Thank you to Chloe Tuttle, for helping the 
Church of the Advent to be a good steward of our earth. 
She discovered that our plastic individual communion 
cups could not be recycled due to the number on the 
bottom BUT she also discovered that they can be recy-
cled in a Virginia community of a friend. So she care-
fully saves them and passes them on to her friend. 

The heaven of heavens is the Lord’s, 
but he entrusted the earth to its people. Psalm 115:16 

 Thank you to Lori Taylor and Brandon Woody 
and Joe Jernigan for producing such a practical Altar 
Guild Handbook for the Church of the Advent. I have 
just completed my once-a-year month of Altar Guild 
duty which means I needed a refresher course, especial-
ly in regards to set up for Covid restricted Holy Eucha-
rist and Spiritual Communion. I was directed to the 
handbook and found it an immense help. I particularly 
liked Joe’s design using stiff cardstock for the pages. 

Joe also did an exceptional job developing the table of 
contents. Everything you are looking for is listed in the 
table of contents. And there are illustrations, too! 

A Gift Given to Us 
 Church of the Advent has 
received a gift of a Regency desk 
dating to around 1820 from the 
estate of Anthony McNeille. When 
in residence in Hamilton, Anthony 
attended Advent and participated 
in fellowship activities as well as 
serving as an usher. Anthony was 
a retired barrister in his native 
England. The desk has been in An-
thony's family for generations. 

The Church Hive 
 Bees live in a cooperative way described as 
“eusociality,” or good rela-
tions. Each bee contributes a 
specific skill to the colony, 
synchronizing its efforts for 
the benefit of all. Likewise, 
a church’s health depends on 
all members fulfilling their 
responsibility to the organ-
ism as a whole. Descriptions 
of hive life mirror Paul’s 
words about the body of 
Christ, with members having different gifts “but the 
same Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:4). 
 According to R.S. Beal Jr., who was both a pas-
tor and a zoology professor, a beehive is the perfect 
“living illustration of how to walk in unity.” He wrote, 
“Those of us who have believed in Jesus belong to one 
another just as much as we belong to Christ. We cannot 
live independently of one another anymore than we can 
live independently of Christ. Like the bees, we must 
learn to practice the sacrifice, labor, sharing, and sub-
mission of love that together we ‘may grow up into him 
in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ’”  (Ephesians 4:15, KJV).  
 How are you using your own spiritual gifts to 
build up your church “hive”? 



Advent Advisor June 2022 Page 4 

 

Church of the Advent 
Founded 1850 

 
The Rev. Connie Connelly, Priest in Charge 

 

Lucia Peel, Senior Warden 
Doug Chesson, Junior Warden 

 

Joe Jernigan, Parish Administrator 
Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 

8:00 a.m. – 12 noon 
 

Brandon Woody, Organist/Choirmaster 
 

124 West Church Street 
P. O. Box 463 

Williamston, NC 27892 
Telephone: 252.792.2244 

Email: advent1850@gmail.com 
www.williamstonepiscopalchurch.com 

 
EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

***For fire, police, injury or other emergencies, 
call 911 for assistance. Then please contact in 

this order: Connie, Joe, Lucia, Doug. 
 

***For pastoral emergencies, 
contact in this order Connie, Lucia, Joe. 

 

***For all problems or issues dealing with the 
church and rectory buildings and grounds, 

please contact Joe and then he and Doug will 
determine how to proceed. 

 

Connie 704-651-0244 
Joe 252-809-3405 

Lucia 919-523-3382 
Doug 252-809-2476 

 

 The Prayer List is found in the notebook 
marked “Prayer Lists” on the usher’s table in the 
narthex of the church. Names may be added at any 
time by writing them in the notebook or calling the 
church office after requesting permission of those 
for whom prayer is requested. The Prayer List is 
read aloud weekly at Sunday services. Contact the 
church office if you wish to have a name added, re-
listed, or taken off the list. 

 

Prayer List 
Janice Ford 
Chris Carrol 
Betty Jones 
Ray Roskopf 
John Curley 

Jessie Critcher 
Lucia Powe 
Nita Smith 

Chris Curley 
Buzzy Miller 

 

Birthdays 
1 ~ Jesse Critcher 

2 ~ Katie Mills 
12 ~ Diana Stanton 

12 ~ Don Beach 
18 ~ Al Chesson 
20 ~ Kim Michel 

22 ~ Maddie Michel  

 The Church of the Advent is a nurturing, vibrant, and inclusive community inviting 
spiritual growth through liturgical worship, outreach, and fellowship. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

June 5  Holy Eucharist 11:00 am 
June 12  Holy Eucharist 11:00 am 
             Parish Cookout @ Don 
                    Beach’s House 5:30 pm 
June 19  Morning Prayer 11:00 am 
June 26  Holy Eucharist 11:00 am 
            Vestry Meeting 12:00 noon 
 

July 3  Holy Eucharist 11:00 am 
July 10  Holy Eucharist 11:00 am 
July 17  No Service at COA 
              Parish Family Weekend @ 
         Trinity Center, Pine Knoll Shores 
July 24  Morning Prayer 11:00 am 
            Vestry Meeting 12:00 noon 
July 31  Morning Prayer 11:00 am 



 

Church of the Advent 
2022 

 

Lay Schedule 
 

  

5 
 

Pentecost 
 

HE II 

11:00 A.M. 
 

 

12 
 

1 Pentecost 
 

HE II 

11:00 A.M. 
 

 

19 
 

2 Pentecost 
 

MP II 

11:00 A.M. 
 

 

26 
 

3 Pentecost 
 

HE II 

11:00 A.M. 
 

     

MP 

Leader 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

John Price 
 

 

 
 

     
 

Lector 
 

 

John Price 
 

 

Michael Biondi 
 

 

Jane Jernigan 
 

 

Chuck Cohen 
 

 

Intercessor 
 

 

John Price 
 

 

Bill Webb 
 

 

 
 

 

Cathy Cohen 
 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

 

John Price 
 

 

Bill Webb 
 

 

 
 

 

Doug Chesson 
 

     
 

Acolyte 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

     

Altar 

Guild 

   Brandon Woody 

   Mary Anne Crowe 
 

Ushers    Michael Biondi 

   Valerie Cooke 

 

There have been changes made to the upcoming July 

worship schedule. The new July schedule will be sent out 

within the next week. Sorry for any inconveniences. 


